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Summary

L-Carnitine shuttles long chain fatty acid across mitochondrial selective inner membrane. This basic
function had already been well elucidated in 1960s; however, recent studies are showing us novel
aspects on this molecule not only on energy metabolism but also on the central nervous system
(CNS) where it plays a role as one of the neurotransmitters. Not a few of those findings had been
made from clinical observations on chronic fatigue syndrome and/or dementia. On the other hand,
the phenomenon fatigue today is considered as nothing special. Symptoms appear in critical patients
but this is an issue for most people living in the modern technetronic society and it raises
apprehension about serious economical loss. In this context, it could be worthwhile to reappraise
familiar traditional works on L-Carnitine physiology based on the current knowledge and
contemporary view point. This review firstly tried to survey the pivotal feature of basal L-Carnitine
shuttle on energy metabolism followed by attenuating mechanism on muscle damage and then
putative upstream systems such as gene regulation and CNS. Recent discoveries which attempt to
figure out an integrated picture on systemic fatigue in combination with CNS related events and

peripheral energy metabolisms are also briefly introduced.

1. [FEHIZ

L-A)L=F>( ¥ —trimethylamino— B —hydroxybutyric acid)[£S h 5% 100 EHijlZHT=5 1905
FEIZ. OVTOMREVPICE>THAFDHEDELTIEILO THRESNKBEOMETHY.
1IZRENDBEEZET 5. ZEMN D 50 FLETREBIEED R
RERETIMELLTILOTHEEMEZDOHEICIHEILFRAMI N ‘ ?
=9, —EQ% Carnitine IZJ:W?i?%f?ﬁﬁ(carn/b)(zg’)(o %0)%0) H,C-N*-CH,-C-CH,-COO"
BY CORAFEYDITHELEOHABBICEEICHFET AN H
HMEZIILOETHEMEEYCHEY . BEEHEIMICIOT MEN CH,
LRI AHIEN D, TOHEMERIIIEEICHENEDEEZLND,
EMZBWTIEREA— AHIYE 20g BENBEHEPLELT A
fig. Big. Dig. aEIzamlTing,

CH, OH

E1 L-AL=FoniEE

HRFEZIZEITSE L-HIL=F> ] -1- OSSOyt
FFI Journal (Vol.212 No.4/2007) Fg &



L-AL=FoDRIELGEEEEEIEHOZRERBICEHLLIELEOTHY. BATLELES
BEDRAEZ(F1- 2002 4 12 AYLRE. WhPSIEMRBREHELEBRRSELT KA
BMmEEICEASINTOS LOLEARIOKS FERMITUALEERERRELT. L-AIL=FY
DERERZE AFILIOVEENE) DEBBEIZAVLNATELLDTHS, FOEERIE L-H
W_FUoBEEBEREFOERNALICIVIEHBEORBMBIEMEL TSI, VR TRIZETELE:
HAMEOEHEEZRMHHL, RPICHHMIEIILLAMELTREIND (FELGE
HIEEOEBIISI, VR TOBEFR2EESEIL. LIKLIEBRENTH D) .

B, BRICEBTEFHEOEZRILT CICEFMTHEEICRMTVILEZATHE Y, LH
L. S BMAZEETHIETICVRFEVSHEOEETHARM CHARBMSORILICIFA LT
ANERON TSN, HEMLEREZERICRRTESETOEREIVHTLLEMELE
NGV LAV FURZED LG ERGEFHZOFUBELBENZORTEREZETHE
KEERDD—DOTHD,

ARBIZEWTIEETS . L-ALZFUICETHERMEEICOVTHSL . ROTIRILF—RE
[ZHITHEE. HRRAN REEERKEE. BEERFORRRAES. HERICETHEEH L1
HEOMYOIZHBELTEFRREEDBERITDOVTELTAHLY,

2. LFAN=FoDEKRFGIEEHEE

L-AL=ZFUK B NRIBERDIO U ETEFILEBERELTOERATFA=UDD 5 DD
ATYITERTEARSINS (K 2). EFDIBERA— AHTZY 10mg BEA—BH-VEER=E
LHEESNTVWRON, BEDBEFICEVWTIEZL DB BRAERICL>THESLS. &
EHOLDERBEELZAHIVEIREDBHICESTHLRYZEEAHY ., RETEODHLA
VR TIE 30mg/day BRETHAIDIZHL., L-HIL=ZFUDEELERNDHEENESWAETZT7O
FE2TJ)LTIE 300~400mg/day DLARJIVIZET S, BARANITEY 75mg/day BBEEERELOND
W FRPCEANGER ez, stoone

BEICK>TELHD, EAYAT
L= o . =
L b= F S LB SIVRE >_. SuROREREO ESSC, 3 ppnxs
L-AFA=UIz&B e-RIAFIIYDY  Fe? AFLYSY

Mot T2—%MLT 871sb/§a>|~ux
FI
SEBBEMICRNE,
BEERINEETCHAZ
b ELt(EIES SO oo
RS, T o //«'NLD LEBSNC L oFOms(Yy . MAFLTY/

Fe2+ J47s TFNTFILTER
TOEEGHEE, iE

EA23>Bs

L-hIL=F>
fhEg% B -BRIEDIGTH
HIkaVkYTFINIOR E2 L-AL=FoDESRIL—F
HRFEZIZEITSE L-HIL=F> ] -2- O VYo otk

FFI Journal (Vol.212 No.4/2007) Fg &



RISEWT SETHD BI3ITRY
BY, MERTOEEO&HHEBRET
CoA LD TV IIVED TR IEE H#%
LLIZEBDRTYTIHhEREINDS,
BHRRIGIF 4 DDEER (LCAS: K
AERAEREMEILEER long chain fatty
acid activating enzyme. CPT-1 &
V- AL =F s LS A VERTSBE
#% carnitine palmitoyltransferase 1
and II, CACT: WIL=FLTF7LILAIL
ZTFURBREESR
acylcarnitine translocase) [Z&>THl
HaEhd, REBEMERIZIETNE S TERBEDIGETHSIFMAVNITINIVRIZERIZRATS
ZENTET . T L-AL=ZFUORFITHELTLWIRELHHH ., TDEBEEREEFIF VR
D7RRIZHEET 5. L-HILZF & CoA TR LFEMILBREICI>TEIERBIZAITON S50
BOEEENEHEMMNICHTINS, COBRE. BEOIRIILF—FERKEBIZL>TERKE
DEALF HIOZIL CoAZFD CPT-1ZH T 2R A TAT T4—R /N DIZE>THIEISN TLVS
N7 BIRTBEIICRIEDHAEIL. COFHTNEEFREEDOETL LI REFERAOEST
B, FYERBHLGR YN —OXBEEDZITTLAATREMZ REL TS,
WINIZELZDORBIEHEOIFIVRFITAORYAHD L-AIL=FUoORLIHMONT
HEETHY . BRFEED 90 WL EIZHT=5 L-AIL=ZF UL BHRCHE TIOMEEZR =T
=OIZEELTLSEDE
EZiohd, COEKXER
[ZDWLTIE 1962 FIZ(F
Bremer [Z&k2>TY TITK
ERBAIN T =HAO~00
BOERLE L-AL=TF
UHEBRICIE DR RE
RETHIELFHERMEZ
RIS T-FEETH D
(0.2 150 CIES L =R RA
Ba% 12 2 DHERE TR

_ - SRAVFUTER—

L-AN=F>

AMP + PPi 72 ILCoA

IemEs +
CoA +
ATP

FOIWNAN=F>

LCAS:Long chain fatty acid activating enzyme
CPT-I: Carnitine palmitoyltransferase |

CRAT: Carnitine-acylcarnitine translocase
CPT-Il: Carnitine palmitoyltransferase Il
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transporters)MZ (F 5%, Lohninger blX, CNOHEBERFI—FT D EEFDEEN 6 v ARED
RBIEENEBTOITSLORICARICRERESNSZELEMNARTHREL TSP B 14
[C7R—MEBREDBEDHRARSLVAMKFPIZE TS mRNA EOEL/S—iERETR
T o CNLITEBRFAICHTIIRILF—FEZDOTFEYITHL, AL =ZF U DREEERBED
REICEOTHIELISET DERBI DRI AL ED—IEELEMRIND, BER 14 [2RTE
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BRTIE L-AL=FUONEIERET>TLVEL,, BARMERICKYBEET B EFORELNS
Fo-KETD L-AIL=FUDERSENNIEIZEDTHANIODWTEH@IOELEH -1
BHRMNL-NBECHTHD,

CPT1A CPT1B
1 14
<ET T 1
o =
£S5 0 r
E @ > |
oS5 g
=€ E ] 6 T
8 3L
el ! 4r
[3+1
| W .
! By &n 0
B [ Ek Al % P Ytz
CRAT OCTN2
b - B
< c_ . 5
% 2 [ T
z 1
g oS
318 4
£ES 1 — ,
©
=2 T mlll o
[+
0 0
Bt £ Mk Bt B Mk

H14. 248 DEEBEICHONL- AL =—FUEEBREFORERNEILD)
6EDEFEIORAVN) —BRFEHBRHMRE LI, SEROESE L HAMEE %, LAMIC7E90~1205 D
BRI EBZ24EMICh->TiThtE . FAT S LUBHLKRP DIEDBEFHRIEEEZRTPCR(reverse
transcription quantitative real time polymerase chain reaction) CRIEL =, FBEFR TR EB R ITHEDOHE
ZRLIz, COREMND, BBEFICEYL-DIL=FUEBEORIBICH G LI-EGFRENMTbAI=CEAH NS,
CPT1A: fF & carnitine palmitlyltransferase, CPT1B:f# & carnitine palmitlyltransferase, CRAT: carnitine-
acetyltransferase, OCTN2: Organic cation transporter (Each values represent means =S.E.)

7. PHEFREREOBER

L-AIL=FoN B RIZERTIMETIEIHLANEWLIIEREITELE 1937 FIZFBENTHY
@9 1950 FERICIFLKON BB EEZHTRFLLEINTOED , NSO EIF L-AL=F
COEBBERBICHETHEINBHASNDSIYBLIEEINIRVEFHTH -, COIIITHBERE
DEFEMNFEEICRHRICEBINE-RRDEAL 1927 FITHRESIN-COH FOEE EOHY
2HB K15 IZRTEBY. L-AL—FUoBLUVETNEELFERTHL7 EFILL-DIL=F
VIEmETUOEZVLETHY . Chida-TI/BLEEIVLT LAHBREEMETHHIIP®
TEFILI) DEEEBD TILLITLVS,

LWLGMS, SEEIEREICMENEBEINGITTODS L-AL=ZFoOHFIBERTOEEIZDOL
THEMNRIEZIELI=DIE 1990 ERLIBEDETH D, BIETETIEEELTHADES BRI
FTREFE L-ALZFUOOBRICOVTRTELA. SAEFHZICEVLTEHEHERDE
BORENEROPEELGLTVDS, ZITURIEZORIZHESREBLTH=LY,

BlELIXEMIERFEIRE (CFS) BEDERINHRADRFETHLIILFLLITHAFTOILR
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CH, |CH 3 /O
H3C—ITI+—CH2—CH2 HLC —N—CHz—CH —CH;—C
CH, OH CH, OH o
ayy - L-AIL=FY
CH, CH, /o
HC—N"CHiCH, HG —N—ChHz— GHI—CH,—C
CH CH o)
3 O\ /CHs 3 0] \C /CH 3
FEFLAYY I FEFILL ﬂ)b—?/% I
H o H O o
B V4 B V4
H—N"—CH;—CH,~CH,—C N H— Il\l TOHTCHCH;—C
H o H C o
N .
v - 73/ (GABA) o/ o LINEIUE

E15 L-hIL=FUICBEDHELL-HREEME

LE—RBICERLGHFELT L-AL=ZFUICEBLEZ TOHER. COKRBDEEDTVILA
W=FU(ZFDEDBRIHEREMRL. LTSS TEHTEFIL L-ALZFUoERT) QM REE
MENWZE, FHERIROEIEEEBICEELRNILORIENRONDZEEZMEL=CV, FELUDE
EIEWOD DR DART I —TIZL>THHERINVN, ZORTEFIL L-AIL=ZFoD
MREDETIE CFS I8 C FRICHENICERONIRETHAZEIMANEEEE
1O TRENE=®  BEANCETHMPHIL=_FUEDRBEEXTRN (RIz—T U N)EBR
ATELRRLNDEDD., 7EFIL L-AIL=FUN CFS BETRREETHAIEITITH@ED
Holz. UEDBBEERNST VLA _FUOEINEFTIREZEZM T H/NIFT—H—ELTH
FALISAEEEICDOVWTIRESIN TS, RBFIZ, 7EFIL L-AWIL=FUABAIZERYAEND
S ISICRYRENSOEAIARF DMEICE AT S8 (RTEEZERTED. BISERE. Al
wiK. MK THHZE. CFS EETIIRMYAAMNETLTULNS I EA PET (positron emission
tomography) &L\ =HAR TIEREAS MMZEIN =, MNICRYAEN =7 EFIL L-AIL=F>
D7 FIVERBPIENGIEIZTINAIUEBEEREBALT Yy -7 /BB (GABA) [ZERifiEh 52 &
AFHIBAL-AY, COEEILBE D T7I/BRA BRI LS DR pathway DINRICHFRETHTE
EZRIBLTWNS, T, BESIZKS DHEA-S(TEFAIE7URORTOVEERE) D2/
> RNase 2N LIzAVA—DJzAVDERELGELNIL_FUORBIHET HLDEELH S,

L EDIENDEALNREIIZTEFIL L-HIL=F o mRMBEFZ @B LA~z
BN TORB(IMDfEEREEHR OCTN2 Frr)LIZkd, &ifi. TYMXD cDNA ST 51)—H

HRFEZIZEITD L-hIL=F ] -11 - O SOy Utk ett
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5OCTN 773 —ICHRMDH LTI /EETEE S 146 DFREI N\IVENBEBRESINIZ,
Cartregulin ETR B SNT=Z DAV /INI D FIX, OCTN2 LD EFICKYTEFIL L-DIL=FL DfE
NAANDEEERET DBEZELD, COEEDREI/NNIAKIZE TS OCTN2 D mRNA DRE
tZELILDTHAIELHLMICESN, WRIZH T EBH TEHRELT EFIL L-HIL=F U8k
RES AT LDAA—THREINDDOH 5,

UEDESHERAENRBMIEDOONBIZON, L-OL=ZFUoRFORBMEDTHETEF
W LA =FONRFREEDEEICE VD THICHACHEICES TAEEIRILY—ELEEN
LTOAHFEETHLDOTIEGL LY ERBIO P IRHZERICE T LFRBEEYMELLTERE
ZHOTWAIENALMZIE>TET =,

— A RESICKYTEFLAVRBITSEELEZTEFIL L-AL=Fo O EYRERFINHRE
SNTWBCY, CCTIRIESFTRIZEITHVCDOBYRAHF—>TEFILAVVDEB—TEFIL
VDT TANMLDMEBENS—EDTOER (RBEIRER) N7 EFIL L-AIL=FDERIC
FURESIN DI EMNTREN Hebb-Willams FRERIEEAW-FEBRENDOAELTYFTHR
NTW5, CORBRITIFECHKAEEETIEH>THRTIRD GABA [CEMDRBEITFIDEEMN D
DERADBEEZTRTIDTHDIELELIZ, TEFLAVVIZEDBEIRBRAROFHENLI=USY
DAMBRIGEEADIGATREREZLEESE S,

B2 H TR L-ALZFUORZIIA(IVS YOR) [F, L-HIL=F DI E R e DB
RIZBVWTZLOERELGLTELET LY THY . TRILF KRBT L2ITER LB
R, DBRALEDEEEET D MECDIIANDY L-ALZFUDEFRE~DER
DPMBEIRZHH DT EFEEHENLEERRRICEST . #RROBEEICLIEDTHSIILE
T REMERVNTHRESN TS, 24 BEERIREICEWV- WS YORIZL-AIL=FU%HE
Bk ELI-ECAH, BFEEH)(locomotor activity) DIEHE (AIBEFEEMNLIRR) SLUIRIILE
—RHHOITE (BREEEDRE. BEFIAEROM L) AAHLNTz, BREZLIZERA, I
BLUHEBTRO L-HL=FUFBREHORZKEICR> TV ICEM N HhET . BREE®
BRHBSEOTERENAHFINEVSI®, FATIL—TITLDADERRICEINE, L-
AIN=FUIKFELLEWVEE THAPHIEMBEZ 52 5NT- JVS YORDBEHREHIEELE
DO LA FUoRIaE(EEIRILY—R) . F—/SURBEEHILT 5B {EEA
modananifil # 5 2 F3I5 B ICIZEEA RGN, S5 —EDEBRFBRE. TRILF—RELT
DEFEOMRIZET S L-AIL=FoOMEEENEIRERETETTI0 FIELTEET S
(FTTIEERBATES . REMABOD L-HIL=FoRFIHRLIZRICDREEENEEL. IR
F—RECEREH(NEFHITE ERGEHEFSEIPRBEDFEEZEBLRITLDELT,
IR

FREEFT~NOEENLGZEENBELNIZESNTULSRAMELELL T TGF- B (transforming
growth factor—beta) MEILNTUWLNEM, 2D TGF-B 9FIEXSvhD B RHEITEIZHNE (R IFTHRIE
KILDD, IEMBEER LT R E T S LA FREZ /NTA—REL- BB LGERTIHHAINA TS
“w) 4N Z DIRRIFMAEEOMBERILEY (AU RYUERE) OTRLFYUIZEELLENEIDND

HEFEZFIZHITE L-hIL=F ] -12 - O SO/ Uk &4t
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HEMBERZNLELOTHLI L HAMER (BERHOEEL) SIFTRHER (BEAHA~
DIKFEEDLR) DKBRAYFHABBRERICL>TUIYEIALONTLDATREENZRIN TLY
%, % 4 EITEE Tl 1= Gorostiaga HI12&5 1989 D/ T—2"P (K 7 HLUE 8) [£. ChE
BIZ L-AL=FUoOEMBMICHSBEERENEDR LEANIEETNETTHSH . SHOA
REA—RIZBREHLTHANIEIND TGF-BENLI-FRIEAD KRR THAHEDBEREATHEIC
15%, F1- TGF-B DIREGIZE>TRESNLIEERBILEHBERERROBYME THSYOZIL
CoA EENRTIZERT A EMNREINTLISELYS (Shibakusa et al, in preparation) , AL
CoAREDETIZEY, L-AIL=FoDIFAV )T ~DISIHEMERED B EBEER TH D CPT-I
AEHAETHIEMND, CSISTGR-B RVRTLEL-NIL=F UL DBOH TEELREAN D
BEL—DHFHETHLDERDLNS,

POERERICLEFRBBROPELLT. 7EFIL L-ALZFUIZREIVNORFRIT
B REESEX+FREEAVTRLAINH LD, SR EFHIESH S Dosage |2 [T HKBEE
DEET DL, FERABFIIRFELLLEASE GABA (FEEN#HIEDTTEE, 5-HTIAL+T4—0
TIZRAMNEMGREEZFTFTERLTLS,

F 5 B THRKRFE L-DIL=FUOBEEICDOWNTHIEL-IT. HMREBEICx T 5E R
DEBIZAET KRR GEERICODVWTHRN EFARICEVTEREE TV X (SAMPS:
Senescence—acceleration—prone 8 mice) & FALNTINMNBERLABE L N IL D HNH] & B (222 5 B
BEOBELENTEFIL L-ALZF U DR EICE>THRESN LS,

LI E#IERE L-ALZFUDBEECODVWTEFDBREANOEEO TH GHE . L-DHIL=FY
DT EIZEH>TRFAEELZVDLITINFI SN -ZEE R T ERRMNGMEIRSE EL T, Pistone 5D
BAZE“Y (& 16) KU Plioplys 5D LD #H(FTHELY,

9 L300
5 diif B
A
y[LfY
Z 9 / Bl
3 4 /
7 /
& 3 /
2 /
2 11
0 i
AR AR AR RS AR
LI =FEREE N =42 TSR n =42
BI16 L-hIL=FERICKDPAE. FERIEF =D MHI ¢
SHERIL70~928% D BIEA6% . LIE38% HDH D MEREE T SHRE424). L-hIL=
FUBIBE(A28)ISRY D HEA S EEREICL>TIThh -, BkS LUEHE
IR EEWessely and Powell) 7534 (46) (&> TRAT7ILL TR &=, 4g/daydDL-
AL=FUOERIZEY, AHRNELUEBIESBEORNANEEIENSN T
(0<0.001),
HEFEZFIZHITE L-hIL=F ] -13 - ALY UkR 4t
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8. BHYIZ

ABETREFAROBEEL L-OWIL=FUOOBEANFTFLEDHLDLYTHoFA, HERMICIE
L-HIL=Fo DB EERFDEANSBRE T Lo BHFEVWSIBRITAKE., FBHE
DORAEMISDEREEZFTILDTHIN. UHTLEELRILEZOMEOHEERES A
FIVIIC. M OLEMNBRRELTHEMBTHIETHAI, TELTHACIEERBIEDOBEHR
BHERTH-T- 1970 ERLUIED TR IZHLVT 1990 FRICHIRERAZT D FKimH IHE0 =B
M, IREX TGF-B DIEBERBADEE., VS Y HORIZEITATL-DIL=ZFUFRIERETOHEE
RHEBEOTNEIGEDEELLLICESICARE ., FHEDORFIRRICH—WGREBILEIN
FIELTWD, EFTDBHEDHATCINIE. 8 AL FUOMBROEELRERE T NIE
ZDELEKRBYPMGYRFBRRICEETE2ELEDETHVNEEITHAS, FIDHFHIZDNT
FHEHAMICRTHLAROMBEKENERICEOLARILIZHEN, ChIEEFLKEERNRKRS &
EETHIEELRWIZERTEDTHSS,

FERARRBELA DIFEAED L-OILZFUODERRIEIETEFIL CoA ZNLTITHNS, 1E
F AR CoA DESHEEMMNSHTEL T, L-HL=FoDMEELF-RFICIEX IR TEELD
DTHATHAHAEIFTRICTFEEINS, L-HILZFUFEERDSIL., S FRENGEEANER
[FLr4o1p 5 ADME ((BRUR - 7 - (X3 - HEitth) (CREH AL B E S, HHEERMEICEVWTTEFIL
L-AL=FUDRICEZBLDIEENTH A, TLT—A BEAICBWLTIE L-AL=FUES
FOEREDHEREVNSI AT, L-AIL=F AU CoA RIBRIAELTD/ U T EED 5 ERIE
MNEBEEEZOND WTNICELIEFBEI=YN(TEFILE) DHRAFTREIL AN E#IZHFR T
NEMESHDLEDREEICONIEELGLEONMBREINDGELECATH D,

REIC—DOOIEY—FEIHBNLTABORBUVELI-V . MEEZOMSRER 7R —F
(FILIZVY 2 BEE) AN OV =FUBRBRIEZAREBRMICERLTESo 2, by T T7RY
—MZEDTIETNISVUEITEET HIEVSICEBRIZIFAIEFORELHNLE. BELEZAD
L—RTEVBIEZHSHDT-HOD B 2 DEITERTDHEES 10km BTN+ km [TER U
ZOFET—VEIXFEYRFOHLEEEICHIENSCLEHRO TR =, ERELTEL
—H—([ERAIN A= LGB RARICTEVTIEEICKVBFEEE LA CHIEEEBR T4
DTERESHENSIL-DIL=F R IOFERIZIFESEEL, LHL, BRI &2
LE=ZR)—bDFRIZTAIRBRAL—RIZHES= ITEEON T -ZY LIz o BREAEEIC
Ronf-CLIFEICHNRUTH 1=, BENMEFERICRLENLEFEO—DOTHAILEER
Hht. CORRIEHMDEDEKREWVCOVWTESHREIFERLTAHAZLEDER>TWNS,
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